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Membership of SW/65/-/6 
 
Dear Julie 
 
I am writing to you, as the BSI Committee Manager for BS EN 14960 to formally resign HSE 
representation from this committee. HSE endorsement or recognition of the Standards 
produced by this committee can no longer be claimed.  
 
This follows my longstanding concerns of the way this committee is managed, failing to take 
into account views of the wider committee membership, and in particular the dismissal of 
significant technical research completed in 2019 by HSE and external experts, that was 
undertaken following the death of a child at Harlow, in 2016.  
 
It has been 10 years since that fatality and HSE wanted to work collaboratively with BSI to 
respond to Ministerial concerns over safety of inflatables, by implementing the full findings of 
the Harlow investigation and subsequent research through revision of the Standard BS EN 
14960-1. The research findings have been supressed, dismissed and redacted by the 
committee chair, on more than one occasion.  
 
As Product Supply safety falls to HSE as the National Enforcement Body, it is essential that 
Standards are proportionate and up-to-date to represent state-of-the art. HSE are in the 
process of updating its publication HSG175 on Fairgrounds and amusement parks: Guidance 
on safe practice and due to the extended impasse with BSI, the revised guidance will include 
clarification on the regulatory status of BS EN 14960-1 in relation to Section 6 of the Health 
and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974. It will also set out the relevant research findings considered 
necessary to demonstrate compliance with UK law. 
 
This position is of immediate effect. 
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