
 

 

 

ADIPSAlert No.  SA 001-25 
ADIPS Issued:  18th Feb 2025 
Originating Author: HSE 
FAO:  Controllers  
Search terms:  #Superstar 

ADIPS Executive Summary: 
Advice for Controllers: Following 
a fire on a superstar device, the 
HSE received a letter from a third-
party engineering company 
detailing the evidence of 
structural cracks. 

The letter is reproduced in full in 
this Safety Alert and reinforces the 
need for competent persons to 
undertake Non-Destructive Testing 
(NDT) examination of these devices 
in line with OEM requirements and 
good practice. 

We await a full technical bulletin 
from NAFLIC on this topic.  

Until we receive and distribute this 
bulletin, please see the information 
below as action to be taken 
immediately.  

 

There are 11 ADIPS registered 
Superstar devices operating in the 
UK.  

ADIPS will be contacting the 
controllers of these devices and 
providing further information and 
guidance as required. 

Originating Author text 

Superstar Type Amusement Devices. 
 

The HSE has received a letter regarding issues found on a superstar 
device from a third-party engineering company dated 24th January 
2025. 
  
The HSE has requested that this information be forwarded to relevant 
controllers. 
 
The letter states: 
 
As I am sure you are aware, [a] Superstar ride was involved in a 
serious fire. I feel as a precautionary measure I should inform you, 
that when the aforementioned ride was stripped down some 
structural cracks were found. These cracks are located in the 
circular welds around the twelve bosses in the centre hub from 
which the six of the eight arms pivot. 
 
The area is hidden by the hinge plates of the arms therefore the 
cracks cannot be seen until an arm is removed.  
 
The cracks when discovered were not in themselves any serious 
danger. Nevertheless, I must strongly advise that all owners should 
check their Superstar ride, if any cracks are found they must be 
repaired immediately before any further use.  
 
I understand a non-destructive examiner may be able to check the 
welds without removing the arms. I believe an examination of this 
location should be included in your annual testing schedule.  
 
End of letter 
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There is a significant history of mechanical integrity and other issues associated with Superstar type devices 
many of which have been documented over time by the HSE and/or NAFLIC. 
 
Please also review the ADIPS website for similar issues. You attention is drawn to NAFLIC Safety Alert 008 (which 
also covers the NDT examination of Superstar devices. This contains detailed information from the HSE 
regarding NDT). This was dated 2013. 
 
It is advised that controllers of Superstar type devices should: 

1. Contact their ADIPS Inspection Body for details. 
2. Request the ADIPS Inspection Body to review the NDT schedule for the Superstar type devices to ensure 

that the components detailed within the letter and NAFLIC Safety Alert 008 are detailed within. 
3. Where the components are not adequately covered within the NDT schedule, the controller should 

ensure the NDT schedule is updated by a competent person. 
4. The controller should ensure that the next annual NDT examination of the Superstar type devices cover 

the components referenced in the letter and that the NDT report makes specific reference to these 
components.  

 
This Safety Alert shall remain in force until it is superseded by the HSE/ NAFLIC technical bulletin. 
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