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TECHNICAL BULLETIN - This bulletin contains technical information

ADIPS Executive Summary:

Advice for Controllers in preparing for
Annual In Service Inspection(s) of
their Ride(s) by the appointed
Inspection Body (IB).

The mandatory Annual In-Service
Inspection of any amusement device in
the UK is a critical check on the safety
of the device to allow its continued use
by the controller.

There are four main functions of the
inspection as follows:

e Paperwork checks including
records of any modifications,
past design review and
inspection reports,
maintenance, and accident
history etc.

e Examinations

e Functional Tests

e Reporting

In order to ensure that the inspection
proceeds as smoothly as possible and
facilitate the issue of a Declaration of
Operational Compliance (DOC) by the
IB, the controller should ensure that
appropriate preparations are made
ahead of the inspection. This will
involve the provision of relevant
paperwork to the IB and potentially
partial dismantling of the device to
facilitate IB access to individual parts
for inspection purposes.

Preparing for an Annual Ride Inspection

As we approach the end of the operating season, controllers will be looking to
arrange their Annual In-Service Inspection of their rides/devices with their
ADIPS Registered Inspection Body (IB). This bulletin is intended to assist
controllers in preparing for this and to ensure that it proceeds as seamlessly as
possible for all involved parties.

The primary purpose of the mandatory annual inspection is for an independent
and competent IB to assess the fitness of the device for continued use for a
specified period of no more than one year in line with the requirements of the
Health & Safety Executive document HS(G)175.

Itis also an important check on the safety critical components of the device to
make sure that they have not deteriorated to an extent liable to cause danger.

HS(G) 175 paragraphs 156 to 159 define the requirements to prepare for the
inspection. The following should be considered by the controller.

e Device Access and State of Strip Down for Inspection - The controller and
IB should consider how the attraction is to be prepared for the inspection
and items to be dismantled. This preparation may include degreasing,
removal of rust, removal of theming, paint or other protective finishes.
Unfettered access for inspection of safety critical components (e.g. vehicle
chassis, drive systems, passenger containment units, anti-rollback
systems, fixings/fasteners, rotating components such as slew rings/shafts,
track and structural elements, hydraulics/pneumatics, wheels, brakes, wire
ropes, platforms, foundations/packing etc) may require specific
disassembly of the device. Please contact your IB for advice on strip-down
requirements.

e Paperwork -The controller should provide the appointed IB with the
following documentation as a minimum:

e Theoriginal reports of Pre-Use Inspection (PUI) [ i.e. design review,
assessment of conformity to design and initial test] For devices which
have operated in the UK since before 1997 and so pre -date the
requirement for PUl then the IB may ask for/ request to see the Maturity
Risk Assessment (MRA). N.B. There is still some confusion around the
MRA, and its validity. This should be addressed in the forthcoming
update to HS(G) 175. Until the HSE clarity this, the position of ADIPS
is that a MRA is required.

e NDT schedule for the device (please see H5(G)175 Appendix 5 for
details and requirements).
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e Copies of previous Annual In-Service Inspection Reports including mechanical, structural, electrical.
hydraulic, pneumatic, functional test and NDT reports as well as any specialist reports relevant to the device.
This should also include details of any remedial work completed on previous recommendations. NB:
Controllers should keep annual inspection reports for at least 10 years and preferably indefinitely.

e Details of any technical or operational modifications made to the device (including PUI reports for any safety-
related modifications).

e |nformation as to whether any safety critical components have been replaced, modified or repaired since the
issue of the previous DOC.

e Ride Manufacturers Operation and Maintenance Manual, including any updates and/or service/safety
bulletins issued to the controller. NB: This includes non-manufacturer bulletins applicable to the device such
as ADIPS, NAFLIC and HSE bulletins.

e The device log book. This should include:

o Planned Preventative Maintenance (PPM) Records for the ride (e.g. daily check sheets and/ or
weekly/monthly/quarterly/annual or other maintenance/repairs performed on the device).

o Listing of Safety Critical Parts, including design/fatigue life of these (NB. This information is normally
provided by the OEM)

o Anyinformation relating to relevant accident or incident history for the device which may be pertinent
for the purposes of the IB’s safety inspection.

o information relating to the integrity/testing of any emergency equipment required for evacuation of the
ride or other safety purposes. This may include annual testing/certification of fall arrest/restraint
safety lines on lift hills or other high level evacuation equipment (e.g. MEWPS) by competent third
parties.

o Maintenance and inspection instructions/records for any lifting equipment such as hydraulic cranes
or winch systems which may be fitted to the device. Such lifting equipment may also require periodic
statutory inspections under the Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations 1998 (LOLER).
For information on LOLER, please see HS(G)175 Appendix 1.

o Any pressure vessels/systems (e.g. air receivers, steam boilers etc) associated with an amusement
device may require periodic statutory examinations in accordance with the Pressure Systems Safety
Regulations 2000 (PSSR). For information on PSSR, please see HS(G)175 Appendix 1.

Whilst the above is not intended to be exhaustive, it does nonetheless cover the primary information which
controllers should be aware of in terms of how to prepare for an Annual In Service Inspection by their appointed IB.
Notwithstanding this, it is strongly recommended that controllers arrange a preliminary meeting with their IB prior to
the inspection on site to ensure that all inspection arrangements/requirements are understood and agreed between
both parties.

Dependent upon the nature of the amusement device in question, as well as the findings of the IB’s examinations
and functional tests, the IB may request additional information to be made available for purposes of issuing a DOC.

It should be noted that the obligation to provide the requisite information and access to the device, as well as
following any requirements/recommendations contained within the IB’s final reports(s) rests with the controller and
that any failure to do so may jeopardise the issue and/or validity of a DOC. Furthermore, the issue of a DOC does not
remove the legal duty of the controller to ensure that the device is adequately maintained on an on-going basis in line
with OEM or other relevant requirements.

More detailed information is given on HS(G)175, ADSC document ‘Safety of Amusement Devices 2008; In Service
Annual Inspection’.
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