
                                   Pre-Opening Inspection 
                           Recorded Record for Week Ending _________ 

 

BOATS Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1. Check battery gauge to verify full charge.        
2. Inspect connections to the electric motor.        
3. Check condition of supply cords to motor.        
4. Check battery compartment-condition of wires and connections.        
5. Check for water in battery compartment, bilge pump working.        
6. Check proper functioning of guard tabs over run switches.        
7. Check starting switch functioning properly.        
8. If applicable, check pump switch for squirting system.        
9. If applicable, check for water flow from squirting pump.        

10. Verify complete propeller guard assembly is in place and secure.        
11. Inspect fasteners and fittings and tighten properly if loose.        
12. Inspect swivel bracket assembly to verify it is secure and 

lubricated. 
       

13. Inspect fastening wing nuts that secure mounting bracket to the 
floor of the boat.  Make sure they are tight. 

       

14. Inspect for proper assembly and integrity of all guards for safe 
operating conditions. 

       

15. Inspect batteries for proper water level and properly installed 
vent caps. 

       

16. Inspect and clean any corrosion at battery or wiring connections.        
17. Inspect tube condition for floatation.  Observe for signs of leakage.        
18. Clean motor shroud, boat and tube to assure a safe ride.        
19. Start motor and test ride boat to verify proper operating conditions.        

POOL AND SURROUNDINGS        
1. Check water chemistry.  Inspect for harmful water conditions.        
2. Inspect the condition of rope ties for docking boats.        
3. Verify the condition and stability of handrails.        
4. Verify that “Rules of Safe Operation” are properly positioned 

and visible. 
       

5. Check fire extinguishers and verify proper placements.        
6. Check integrity of fences and gates for proper functioning.        
7. If operating instructions and “Rules of Safe Operation” are 

delivered to customers via a recording, verify proper functioning 
and clarity. 

       

8. Remove all flammable materials from ride area.        
9. Remove all electrical cords and any potential spark generating 

devices. 
       

Note:  These are basic concerns that should be addressed on a routine schedule.  Each operation, depending on 
its own requirements should add to, but not eliminate from this checklist.



 
 

 
 

Rules for Safe Operation 
 

• Thoroughly read and understand complete operator manuals before operating Bumper Boats. 
• Thoroughly read and understand instructions pertaining to proper and safe use of Battery Chargers. 
• Always exercise concern while working around batteries.  Wear safety goggles and face protection when inspecting or charging 

batteries. 
• Take precautions against fire and sparks.  Fire fighting equipment should be readily available and accessible at the bumper 

boat activity. 
• Handle batteries with care.  When replacing or removing batteries be EXTREMELY CAREFUL that loose or inappropriate 

wires do not come in contact with battery terminals, solenoid or other connections. 
• Never charge batteries when people are in or around the boats. 
• Routinely remove corrosion from terminals and connections.  Periodically apply anti-corrosion protection to terminals and 

connections. 
• Never recharge batteries in an enclosed or poorly ventilated area. 
• When an electric motor starts operating intermittently it should be immediately taken out of service until the problem can be 

determined.  There could be a chance of sparking from a short circuit. 
• Always remove inline fuses and disconnect main power to the electric motor prior to doing any work on the motor or batteries. 
• Never replace fuses with those of a greater value or type. 
• Always make sure that any ELECTRICAL SERVICE or SUPPLY near the pool is protected by PROPER GROUND FAULT 

protection.  Consult with local governing agencies. 
• Make a routine check that all nuts, bolts, screws and fittings are tight. 
• Never operate the motor with any of the guards missing, broken or incomplete. 
• Never allow observers, swimmers or by-standers to be in the water while bumper boats are operating or capable of operating. 
• Never allow small riders to sit on an adult’s lab or between their legs.  All riders must sit on the seat with the back(s) against 

the back of the seat. 
• Operators of bumper boats must be tall enough to sit completely back in the seat with their feet on the floor of the boat. 
• When a rider’s height is not at least 12” greater than the water’s depth, a life preserver should be provided. 
• Never allow “Standing” or “Kneeling” on the bumper boats. 
• Unusual or excessive noise should be checked immediately.  Turn off the electric motor and review all components. 
• Maximum rider(s) weight capacity is 300 lbs. 
• No food or drinks are allowed while in the bumper boats. 
• No smoking is allowed while in or around the bumper boats. 
• Signs must be posted stating that riders use the bumper boats at their own risk. 
• Propeller guards must always be in place when using bumper boats.  If the boats are in the general ride area, they must have 

complete sets of proper guards installed. 
• Signs should be posted that caution person(s) who are pregnant or have experienced back or neck problems that they should 

not ride bumper boats.  People with “heart conditions” should not ride bumper boats. 
• When disconnecting main electrical plugs from the motor’s receptacles, one plug should be removed at a time and the prongs 

on the plug covered before the second plug is disconnected at which time the prongs on the second plug must be covered. 
• Always record and keep complete records and accident reports when they involve personal injury.  No matter how slight the 

injury seems at the time, it could be crucial at a later date. 

 


