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U.S. CONSUMER PRODBUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

WASHINGTAON, 0.8 20207

IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE
ATTENTION STATE AMUSEMENT RIDE SAFETY OFFICIALS
SKYFIGHTER AMUSEMENT RIDE INSPECTION

APRIL 2, 1992

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) received
a report of an incident involving the "Skyfighter" children’s
amusement ride. The rides were manufactured by the now defunct
Allan Herschell Company. Two children, ages two and three, were
injured when a 1/2 inch diameter stabilizing rod snapped causing
one of the attached airplanes to fall. The airplane with the two
children fell four to five feet and slid along the ground until
striking one of the metal ground feet. One of the children

- damaged four teeth and the other suffered mild contusions.

The Skyfighters were manufactured from 1949 through the
early 1950’s. While the number of Skyfighters manufactured is

" not known, there may be a number of rides still in use today.

They were originally chain driven but may have been modified with
an electric hydraulic system. We encourage you to conduct
inspections of any known Skyfighters in your state to determine
if the stabilizing arms are experiencing metal fatigue (see
attached drawing). If so, the bars should be replaced
immediately. Also, all connections, sweeps, and areas prone to
fatigue should be inspected, and parts replaced as necessary.

Any information you can pravide on previous state
inspections of the Skyfighter rides, information on any related
incidents, and names and addresses of owners of the rides would
be appreciated. Information can be sent to John Shumlansky at
the Division of Corrective Acticons, Consumer Product Safety
Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207; or by fax at(301) 504-0359.
Questions can be directed teo John or Marc Schoem on
(301) 504-0608. We appreciate your assistance in this matter.



ALLAN HERSCHELL
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. 0.C. 20207

AMENDMENT TO THE APRIL 2, 1992 SAFETY NOTICE

ATTENTION STATE AMUSEMENT RIDE SAFETY_dFPIc:ALs
SKYFIGHTER AMUSEMENT RIDE INSPECTION
JUNE 9, 1992

Oon April 2, 1992 the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC) distributed a safety nctice concerning the
"Skyfighter® children’s amusement ride. Tha ride’s stabilizing
arms may experience metal fatique and shear off at the threaded
ends. The attached tubs will fall to the ground and possibly
result in serious injury to a rider.

The original notice indicated that the stabilizing rods
were 1/2 inch in diameter and encouraged you to inspect known
Skyfighters in your stata. 'Since the manufacturer of the rides

are no longer in business, it was difficult for us to obtain

specific measurements or distribution information. We have
recently been notified that the stabilizing rods were originally
3/4 inch in diameter and not 1/2 inch as pPreviously suggested.
We have recaived an original Allen Herschell drawing of the
stabilizing rod and a copy is attached for reference. Please
verify that the proper sized stabilizing rods are utilized with
the Skyfighter rides to ensure adequate protection against wear
and metal fatigue. If not, the bars should be replaced
immediately. Again, all connections, sweeps, and areas prone to
fatigue should be inspected, angd parts replaced as necessary.

If you have any questions, please contact John Shumlansky
at the Division of Corrective Actions, Consumer Product Safety
Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207, telephone: (301) 504-0608; or
by fax at(301) 504-03s3,
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‘/ Issuing Entity: ’

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Cammission
Washington, DC 20207
CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772)

CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov

ADMENDED SAFETY NOTICE {from lune 9, 1992]
ATTENTION STATE AMUSE MENT RIDE SAFETY OFFICIALS

Allan Herschell "SKYFIGHTER" AMUSEMENT RIDE INSPECTION
AUGUST 2nd 2000

On June 9, 1992, the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC) distributed an amendment to an April 2, 1992 safety notice concerning
the Allan Herschell "Skyfighter” children's amusement ride. The ride's stabilizing
arms/tension rod may experience metal fatigue and shear off at the threaded
ends. The attached tubs will fall to the ground and possibly result In serious
injury to a rider.

The amendment to the original notice provided for the verification of the use of

" the proper-sized 3/4-inch diameter stabilizing rods and the inspection by you of .
krnown "Skyfighters" In your state. We have recently received a request for
clarification of this ride's inspection requirements. The ride’s inspection is to
assure that rods that are worn, cracked, or suffering from metal fatigue cracking
are not used. It is recommended that the "Skyfighter” inspection Include a daily
visual and annual nondestructlve inspection of the stabilizing rods of the
"Skyfighter." The annual hondestructive inspection shall use dye-penetrant
inspection or magnetic-particle inspection after appropriate preparation by
qualified personne! to locate open-to-the-surface cracks that may be overlooked
with unaided-eye visual techniques. The annual nondestructive inspection should
be done by personnel qualified in the method used. Any cracked rods should be
replaced Immediately.

Continue verifying that the proper-sized stabilizing rods are utilized with the
"Skyfighter” and assure that the rods are not worn or cracked. All connections,
sweeps, and areas prone to fatigue should be Inspected and parts replaced as
necessary.

If you have any questions, please confact:
). A. DeMarco

Office of Campliance

U.S5. Consumer Product Safety Commission,
Washington, 0.C, 20207,

Telephone: (301) 504-0608 x 1353,

FAX at (301) 504-0539,
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