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204. Crazy Frog Accident

An acadent occurred ealier this sason at Whittam in Essx involving a “Crazy Frog” ride
manufadured by the Spanish company Safea. This is a device looking like a cossbetween
the original type of Octopus ride axd Jets and there ae anumber of them in Grea Britain.
There ae 14 arms, ead carying a3 seder car. In the acadent, we understand that a girl was
ejected from one of the cars.

The primary restraint has a release handle within readt of the passengers. Normally, release of
the latch is blocked by a secondary interlock, which on some models is pneumaticdly operated
and on others it is magnetic. We believe that, on both types, the secondary devices fail to
danger when power is lost.

In general, loss of power occurs with a significant probability, and we ae reminded that
incorred choice of mode of failure (i.e. whether it should be positive or negative mode - fall
on or fail off) has been responsible for a variety of acadents over the yeas. Inthisresped we
are reminded of the F&@abbriTop Spin accident in 1994 (see TB 100).

We specifically reported on locks and interlocks in TB 095, TB 155, and TB 167.
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