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194. Anti-Rollback Failures

Since we reported on ealier roller coaster rollbadk acddents (TB 089, TB 124and TB 161,
the Oklahama fatal acddent) there have been further such acadents in 1999- all of those on
which we have irdrmation occurred in the &A.

A lift chain breakage in Ohio didn’t, so far as we ae aware, result in any injuries. However, a
rollbadk acadent in New Jersey on 28 August 1999 resulted in the deahs of a mother and
child when they were geded from their car asit travelled badk through curves which were too
tight for the high speed sxciated with the rollback.

The unsatisfadory nature of the design of some ati-rollbadk systems has been a feaure of
NAFLIC' s comment in recent yeas - indead we have, with the badking of BSI committee
MCE/3/4, been advocaing improvement of relevant subclauses of the draft European
Standard orrairground and amusement park machinery and structures - Safety.

For those designers and Design Review inspedion bodies who have to consider the adequacy
of anti-rollbadk devices we alvise that, in the light of the acident record, the utmost of care
nedls to be taken in asessng the nature of the impad cagpadty - considered by us to be often
faulty in design calculations.
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