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153. Gondola Wheel Accident - Trapping Hazard

As required by "Fairgrounds and Amusement Parks - A Code of Safe Pradice', NAFLIC
member Leisure Tednicd Consultants Ltd have reported to the HSE (and to us) the fads of
an acadent at Ocean Bead, Rhyl. Thisresulted in a 16 yea old grl pasenger on a Gondola
Wheel ride suffering a broken wrist.

LTC witnessed a number of complete rotations of the whed and noted that, as it moves
through the "quarter-to" and "quarter-past” positions, there is a posshility of a trap between
gondola guard-rail / post members and the whed drive rim. (The guard-rails have been added
to the device sinceit was imported into Britain). The fad that the gondola may be rotated, i.e.
spun about a verticd axis, by other passengers accetuates the trap and reduces the passen-
ger's perception of the risk.

LTC aso point out that another type of Gondola Whed has been found to permit a hand trap
between the main drive rim and drive wheel.

We alvise Controllers of Gondola Wheds, and Inspedion Bodies reporting on them, to
re-asess whether their wheds have these problems and whether any consequent measures
need to be taken.
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