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086. Sobema Matterhorn Accident

A serious accident occurred on a Matterhorn ride on 30 April 1994 when one of the passenger
cars broke in half.  The ride was imported from Sobema Carrousels of Belgium.

The failure resulted from fatigue and the subcommittee are aware that other more or less
serious fatigue cracking problems have occurred on these rides.  Unfortunately there were no
calculations available for the car chassis and no report of Design Review had ever been
provided.  There was not therefore any inkling of the fatigue life of the failed constructional
detail and no specified inspection instructions for that area.

We believe that there are 10 of these devices in the UK and we remind members of the impor-
tance of strip down examination and NDT of the car chassis and other components of the
device.
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